
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 12 August 2020] 

 p4707c-4708a 
Hon Stephen Dawson 

 [1] 

INDIGENOUS LAND USE AGREEMENT — BAIYUNGU PEOPLE — NINGALOO COAST 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [1.03 pm]: I am pleased to 
advise the house that the government has reached a historic Indigenous land use agreement, or ILUA, with the 
Baiyungu people to enable the reservation, joint vesting and joint management of the extraordinary Ningaloo coast. 
Successive governments since the 1970s have made longstanding commitments to establish a public reserve to 
ensure equitable, safe and continued public access to the coast and enable integrated management of the coastal 
strip and adjacent Ningaloo Marine Park. I would like to acknowledge the contributions of previous governments 
in achieving this important outcome. 

The Gallop Labor government enhanced the protections to the Ningaloo coast by expanding the Ningaloo Marine Park 
in 2004 to include all of the Ningaloo reef, and commenced the process to have the Ningaloo coast World Heritage 
area listed, which was achieved in 2011 under the Barnett government. I am proud to address the house today to 
confirm that the McGowan government will complete this important public reservation work. Upon the registration 
of the Ningaloo agreement by the National Native Title Tribunal, the Nyinggulu Coastal Reserves can be created. 
This is expected in coming weeks. 

In February last year, the Premier of Western Australia announced a bold new initiative, Plan for Our Parks, which 
aims to increase the conservation estate by an additional five million hectares over five years through new jointly 
managed national parks, marine parks and other conservation reserves. On 4 August 2020, I was welcomed on country 
to Nyarrara Bula by Baiyungu leader Mrs Gwen Peck to celebrate this new partnership with the Nganhurra Thanardi 
Garrbu Aboriginal Corporation, the native title holders of the area. Implementation of the agreement has already 
commenced and young Baiyungu people are now employed as rangers with the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions, providing not just training and employment opportunities, but also a meaningful 
role in looking after this important part of the world. Aboriginal cultural values are identified and can be protected 
through a new management plan that is being finalised in partnership with Baiyungu people, which will be 
implemented through the new joint management arrangements. 

The Ningaloo agreement will enable the creation of about 78 000 hectares of new conservation estate along the 
Ningaloo coast, including extensions to Cape Range National Park and Ningaloo Marine Park, and the creation of the 
Nyinggulu Coastal Reserves. The agreement also provides for the joint management of the existing Ningaloo Marine 
Park, about 260 000 hectares, and Cape Range National Park, about 50 000 hectares. This will be the first ILUA 
reached and delivered under Plan for Our Parks. There will be many more to follow as the government expands 
the involvement of Aboriginal people in the management of parks across the state, whilst providing increased 
protection of country and opportunities for regional communities. 
The Ningaloo coast is one of WA’s premier tourism destinations. The natural and biodiversity values are recognised 
through its World Heritage protections. It is also one of the most heavily visited camping destinations in 
Western Australia, and has a special place in the hearts of Western Australians and visitors from around the world. 
The joint management and formal reservation of the Nyinggulu Coastal Reserves will enable the management and 
protection of country as well as providing certainty and security for ongoing access and recreational opportunities 
for all Western Australians and other visitors to this spectacular part of the world. 
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